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Why do we use stylesheets?

· Much better control over font face, font size, colors, backgrounds, and many other elements of pages

· Ability to make changes in one location that can apply to many, possibly hundreds of pages on a site

· Less code, smaller pages, faster downloads

Why can't we do that in HTML?

· HTML not designed to control appearance, but instead overall structure

· Later versions of HTML added some formatting elements--font tags, color, crude size mechanism

· Still nothing like print control

Separation of content and style

· HTML Document contains the structure of the document

· CSS contains all information related to how the document displays in browser

· Separation is desirable for maintenance reasons, search engines, and display of same content on different platforms.

What is a stylesheet?

· Text file with style definitions

· View example - www.midwinterbluegrass.com - without style sheet

· Show example of style sheet

How is style applied?

· Web page is made of elements (paragraphs, headings, links, divs, images, etc.)

· Style is applied to elements

· Individual elements, pagewide elements, or classes of elements

· Selector and Declaration

· Selector { Property: Value}

Types of properties

· Text (Font face, size, color, decoration, style, etc.)

· Width/height

· Alignment

· Background colors/images

· Appearance of lists

· Positioning

Download sample document

· css-example.html

· Save into /exercises

· Open w/Brackets

·  (2 div w/h1 + 2 paragraphs)

· Style sheet location: css/example.css

Default values

· Width: 100%

· Height: Enough to contain content

· Background color: white

· Font face: Default serif font (Windows: Times New Roman)

· Font size: Browser dependent (16px, 1em)

· Border: none

· Margin: Browser dependent

Redefining tags

· Font face

· Font color

· Background Color

· Width

· Padding

· Border

· Margin

· Padding/border/margin independent on all four sides

CSS Box Model

· HTML elements are boxes

· Box w/padding, border, margin

· Padding, border, margin add to box width

· View graphic - jtc372.net/box-model.html

Inheritance: the “cascade”

· Elements contained in other elements (e.g., paragraphs in body)

· Inherits unless specified otherwise

· Note that links inherit font characteristics but are blue by default

Containers

· Div tag

· Semantic containers

CSS Ids

· Used to redefine attributes for a single element on the page. Does not redefine entire page.

· Name is preceded by #, e.g., #content

· Name descriptive of function:  e.g, #content

Descendent Selectors

· Styles element within Id

· E.g., #content p

· Very powerful

Publish

· HTML document in /exercises

· CSS document in /css

· View on the web

Browser support
· Modern browsers good

· Potential issues on legacy browsers

· Subtle and significant differences

· Test, test, test.

Standards based layout
· Use for layout, much greater control

· Less code

· Ease of maintenance

· Visual consistency

· Support for multiple devices--screen widths

· Search engine optimization

· Accessibility/Usability
Course Web Site CSS Reference Page

· jtc372.net/css-properties.html

